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Single Parenting Struggle
Society has always viewed children raised by a single parent as different. For many years, being raised by a single parent seemed impossible, but single parenting has become prevalent for the last few decades. Over the years, prosperous and emotionally stable children have been raised by either single parents or two parents. The challenge lies in the difference in children raised by both the mother and the father versus the ones presented by a single parent.do children need both mother and father to be complete? Is it necessary for a young girl to have a mother figure to be wholly raised and vice versa? With so many questions raised on single parenting, the topic becomes an intriguing argument. However, society should understand that raising an emotionally stable and prosperous child is a process that requires instilling values and principles as they mature rather than a family structure.
Over the years, single parents have raised emotionally stable and successful children as those who come from families with both parents. However, society has long held to the belief that children can gain both behavioral skills and emotional stability if raised by both parents. When topics like "single parenting arise, most people tend to be judgmental. The community forgets that both the single parenting structure and the two parents' structure have produced both unstable and unsuccessful children. The juvenile social ills should not be tied to single parenting but rather the process of instilling good values and norms in parenting.
In Robert’s article, “single parenting causes juvenile crime," he argues that children from single-parent backgrounds are more likely to have behavioral crises since they lack adequate parenting time and face economic security issues(Maginnis,1997).
Robert's statement that single parenting is a pathway of producing criminals is absurd and inconsiderate.  First, the author should understand that though raising a child as a single parent comes with tones of challenges, it does not necessarily cause juvenile crimes. The argument that singles parents lack time for their children seems biased since in modern-day society, parents are busy, and it is only those who understand the meaning of parenting create time to bring up their children.  However, single parenting is faced with many challenges, requiring an emotionally stable parent to effectively perform his/her roles (Maginnis,1997).
First, a single parent should be able to work full time and, most times, overtime to cater to her/his needs and those of the children. They also create time to offer emotional support for their children to be emotionally stable while instilling the values they desire to see in their children. The challenges associated with single parenting make it seem impossible to raise children well, but it is relatively possible.
 	 In the modern-day world, single parenting is taken as standard, and society should approach the issue with open-mindedness. Robert's argument that singles parenting is a juvenile crime generation structure may appear illogical. Modern-day society has for long embraced and normalized the idea of single parenting.  In America, for instance, single parenting has already been embraced fully.  According to Robert (1997), Several factors have been associated with single parenting. Such factors include divorce or separation, which constitute twenty-six percent of American society. Six percent of Americans never ended in marriage by choice. About three percent of single parents are windowed, while the rest forty-two percent are either in their first or second marriage setups.
The statistics are scary in America since about fifty-eight percent of the children in a single-parent family set up.  The statistics can be attributed to the fact that relationships have been giving more weight than the importance of children and ways of bringing them up. Though Robert's argument exaggerated the vices associated with single parenting, it is worth noting that most single parents have absconded their core duties of raising their children. Life-changing events such as death, divorce, and separation have weighed heavily on single parents. However, adults should think beyond relationships and fully engage one another on their children's future if they happen to have them during the cause of their relationship. It should be plain and simple. If one is not willing to bear the burden of parenting them, they should not bring forth children.
Robert (1997) later argues that boys who don't have father figures in their lives are likely to suffer. However, Robert's argument is not substantiative. The reason is that there are a variety of ways to teach a young man to become a responsible man in adulthood even with the absence of the father. Though Robert's argument seems to emphasize the importance of a father, he is rigid to the fact that many single mothers have for decades raised responsible and successful men solely.
From personal experience, I am confident that Robert's argument is wrong. While growing up, I did not have a father figure, and yet I had many role models I imitated and approached for guidance in the absence of my mother, who was busy working. As I grew to a young man, I had full support from my late grandfather, who would occasionally guide me on the societal expectation of a man. Though my mother would most times be busy at work, she created time to teach me the expectations she had in me as a young man.
 
My father's void was filled at an early age.  Robert’s argument may not be received well by the single mothers who have raised successful sons who are emotionally stable and role models to their generation. While schooling, some of my classmates looked down on me when they brought up the topic of my father. However, apart from the father figure status thought to be important in a child development cycle, all my needs were met through my mother's efforts.  At some point in my life, I realized the struggles my mother went through to bring up the stable young man I am today.
After many years of solely being raised by my mother, I had the chance of dealing with a step-father. Like many children in American society, I had the opportunity to begin all over again and have a father figure in my life. Though the reunion seems okay for most single parents since they receive both emotional and financial support from their newly found couples, it is more traumatizing for the children who become confused and more emotionally stable with the new setting. The most challenging part of the unique setting is bonding with the new siblings who become brothers and sisters.
As per Robert's article, children raised by both the mother and the father get full-time attention from both parents. However, Robert’s arguments may be the truth, but not in all situations. From a child's perspective, it would be better to have a single parent who gives the full attention required by the child rather than having the two parents who keep on fighting now and then. In conclusion, whether a child comes from a single parenting background or a two-parent family structure, it is vital to create time to instill the best values for them to grow up as responsible adults.
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